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PREFACE 


The  reader  of  this  Lecture  will  soon  perceive  that  a  point  in 
detail,  growing  out  of  the  question  of  "  Supremacy",  is  rather 
treated  of,  than  the  broad  question  of  Supremacy  itself.  An  ex- 
planation is  offered,  in  the  body  of  the  Lecture,  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  occurred.  Such  as  it  is,  however,  it  is  sent  forth,  in 
humble  reliance  upon  the  blessing  of  God.  Should  it  please  Him 
to  accomplish  any  measure  of  good  by  means  of  it,  to  Him  be  praise 
and  glory,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

November  20,  1850. 


THE     ROYAL     SUPREMACY. 


A  LECTURE. 


The  object  and  the  occasion  of  this  Lecture  have  been 
sufficiently  explained  on  Thursday  last,  by  my  learned 
and  eloquent  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gumming,  who  then 
filled  this  place  with  so  much  advantage.  The  import- 
ance of  the  matter  we  are  assembled  to  <5onsider,  and, 
connected  with  it,  the  time  of  this  meeting,  are  too 
precious  to  admit  of  the  introduction  of  any  avoidable 
preliminary  remarks  ;  and  I  desire,  at  once,  under 
the  blessing  of  His  Spirit  that  we  have  humbly  sought 
in  the  commencement,  to  direct  myself  to  the  espe- 
cial object  presented  to  me  to  bring  before  your 
consideration,  as  far  forth  as  it  may  please  God  to 
enable  me. 

Eager,  however,  as  I  am  to  address  myself  to  the 
subject,  —  the  question  of  supremacy,  the  question 
whether  the  authority  of  the  Pope  is  superior  to  that 
of  our  beloved  Sovereign, — I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to 
mention  one  or  two  great  principles  that  I  desire  for 
mine  own  part  to  keep  before  myself  alway  for  my 
guidance,  and  that  I  -am  sure  I  may  venture  to  avow 
also  for  those  associated  in  this  high  task ;  and  along 
with  that,  to  disclaim  certain  grave  imputations  that 
our  enemies  are  in  the  habit  of  fastening  upon  us, 
when  we  are  called  on  to  engage  in  this  warfare. 

The  first  great  principle  that  I  wish  to  keep  before 
my  own  mind,  and  would  fain,  under  the  blessing  of 
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God,  impress  and  implant  upon  the  minds  of  those 
present,  is  this, — that  the  real  point  at  issue  in  this 
contest,  that  for  which  we  are  contending,  is  the 
enjoyment  and  free  circulation  of  God's  Holy  Word 
amongst  us.  In  every  struggle  with  Rome  this  is  ulti- 
mately imperilled.  Rome,  always  sagacious  where  her 
interests  are  involved,  well  knows,  that  of  all  the  books 
that  ever  issued  from  the  printing-press,  the  Bible  is 
most  fatal  to  her  existence  and  dominion,  and  there- 
fore she  is  only  true  to  herself  in  opposing  it.  Either 
Rome  must  put  out  the  Bible,  else  the  Bible  is  sure 
to  put  down  Rome.  On  the  other  hand,  and  for  the 
very  same  reason,  we  Protestants  must  rally  round 
and  preserve  the  Bible. free  and  unfettered,  the  great 
palladium  of  oar  liberties,  the  great  charter  of  our 
salvation.  This  was  the  turning  point,  the  hinge  on 
which  the  controversy  turned  at  the  Reforrnation. 
The  victory  in  effect  was  won  when  the  Bible  was 
emancipated,  w^hen  God  Himself  spoke  directly  in  His 
Word  to  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

The  Church  of  Rome,  in  act,  in  effort,  directly  or 
covertly,  as  suits  her  purpose  best,  but  with  unswerv- 
ing fidelity,  hath  proved  its  tenacity  to  her  great  prin- 
ciple— silence  and  darkness  to  the  Word  of  God.  Is 
it  not  true  of  the  encyclicals  of  the  Popes  Leo  XII, 
Gregory  XVI,  and  Pius  IX  ?  Notwithstanding  th^ 
character  for  generosity  and  liberality  that  the  present 
pope  acquired  for  himself  when  first  advanced  to  the 
pontificate,  his  first  encyclical  letter,  whatever  else  it 
spoke,  clearly  declared  and  reiterated  with  all  strin- 
gency, if  not  of  argument,  of  urgency,  that  the  Word 
of  God  was  effectually  to  be  kept  down. 

Nay,  more,  the  very  exception  admitted  by  the  noto- 
rious Peter  Dens,  in  his  chapter  de  Lectione  Scripturce 
(vol.  ii,  p.  103),  only  proves  the  stringency  of  the  gene- 
ral rule  of  stern  hostility  to  the  free  use  of  the  Word  of 
God.  "  Solum  uhi  inter  hcBreticos  degendum  fuit  plus 
indultum  esf^ — onli/  where  heretics  abound,  more 
license  is  allowed.  The  very  case  in  which,  were  the 
prohibition  well  founded,  it  ought  to  be  the  more 
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rigidly  enforced.  But  Rome  is  cunning,  and  scruples 
not  to  accomplish  by  indirection,  what  it  dares  not  to 
attempt  by  a  straightforward  course.  It  would  fain 
represent  itself  amongst  Protestants  as  liberal,  and  not 
opposed  to  the  use  of  Holy  Scripture  ;  and  so  connives 
at  the  possession  by  some  of  her  members  of  copies  of 
God's  Word  ;  although,  hj  the  fourth  rule  of  the  Con- 
gregation of  the  Inde,T,th.e  permission,  in  writings  of 
their  priest  or  confessor,  is  necessary  for  each  Roman 
Catholic,  authorized  to  possess  and  to  read  the  Bible  in 
his  own  tongue.  And  it  is  further  added  :  "  But  if 
any  one  shall  have  the  presumption  to  read  or  possess 
it  without  such  written  permission,  he  shall  not  receive 
absolution  until  he  have  first  delivered  up  such  Bible 
to  the  ordinary'\  This  rule  is  in  full  force,  though 
suspended,  and  waits  only  the  regaining,  by  Rome,  of 
such  power  as  is  now  aimed  at  by  this  aggressive  step, 
to  be  as  rigidly  enforced  as  in  the  days  of  old. 

The  Church  of  England,  on  the  other  hand^  I  need 
not  remind  you,  in  everything  does  suitable  honour  to 
the  Holy  Word  of  God ;  and  rests  her  own  claim  on 
the  respect  and  affection  of  her  children,  as  well  as 
the  certainty  of  all  the  doctrines  she  promulgates,  upon 
the  broad  and  deep  foundation  of  Scriptural  sufficiency 
and  Scriptural  truth.  Her  articles,  creeds,  formularies, 
homihes,  all  attest  the  same  thing. 

This  is  a  vital  point,  and  this  it  is  for  which  ulti- 
mately we  contend — "  No  less  an  object  is  at  stake 
than  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints".  There 
are  other  issues  of  great  weight,  of  mighty  moment, 
the  importance  of  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  ex- 
aggerate ;  but  I  am  bold  to  say  that  they  all  shrink 
into  insignificance  compared  with  the  blessing  to  a 
nation  of  a  free  Bible,  and  the  preached  Gospel  of  the 
living  God.  I  desire  that  every  thing  I  say,  I  pray 
God  that  every  thing  I  do,  may  be  brought  to  this 
test,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  that  it  may  agree 
with  it. 

The  other  principle  is  closely  allied  to  the  former  ; 
it  is  this — that  when,  as  free-born  Englishmen,  you 
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are  summoned  to  be  encouraged  and  instructed  upon 
this  subject,  and,  it  may  be,  the  tide  of  public  feeling 
in  somewhat  guided  as  to  the  manner  best  to  secure 
the  privileges  you  have  enjoyed,  and  the  freedom 
that  so  long  hath  been  the  characteristic  of  your 
beloved  country,  you  bear  in  mind  that  these  pri- 
vileges and  this  freedom  are  essentially  connected 
and  bound  up  with  the  possession  and  transmission 
of  that  Holy  Word.  Let  but  that  light  be  put  out — 
let  the  influence  of  Rome  succeed  in  eclipsing  and 
darkening  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  where  is  the  politician,  w^here  is  the  states- 
man, where  is  the  man  rash  enough  to  promise  to 
himself  a  continuance  for  half  a  century  of  the  posi- 
tion of  eminence  that  England  hath  achieved  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  a  position  of  eminence  that  makes 
her  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  world,  a  position 
unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  civilised  glory  ? 

These  are  the  principles  we  would  fain  keep  before 
ourselves.  When  we  speak  of  Cardinal  Wiseman  as 
an  individual,  God  forbid  that  any  feeling  of  harshness 
should  enter  or  retain  possession  of  the  breast  of  one 
of  us  towards  him.  For  myself,  I  disclaim  it  as 
thoroughly  as  my  valued  friend  did  on  Thursday  last. 
In  his  individual  capacity,  as  an  individual  foreigner, 
we  have  no  concern  with  him  ;  "  free  had  he  been  to 
come  and  go",  to  witness  the  liberty,  to  enjoy  the 
privileges,  that  belong  to  the  Protestant  constitution, 
and  to  the  blessing  of  God,  that  has  cherished  liberty 
amongst  us.  But  with  Dr.  Wiseman,  as  a  Cardinal, 
a  temporal  prince,  and  an  archbishop,  an  ecclesiastical 
ruler  accredited  from  a  foreign  potentate,  and  in- 
vading at  once  the  prerogative  of  our  beloved  Sove- 
reign, and  the  integrity  of  our  beloved  Church,  with 
him  in  this  capacity,  we  have  very  much  concern. 
Against  his  arrogant  and  usurping  claims  we  must 
protest,  we  must  resist  his  encroachments  a  limine* 
England  nmst  not  be  parcelled  out  into  provinces,  nor 
Queen  Victoria's  subjects  handed  over  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Papal  Legate.     We  will  not  have  this 
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man  to  reign  over  us  !  We  must  speak  in  tones  not 
to  be  misunderstood,  and  our  words  must  be  followed 
up  by  constitutional  acts  to  correspond.  England  has 
spoken  before,  and  the  spirit  is  not  dead,  but  dormant 
now,  at  which  the  papacy  trembled.  This  must  be 
awakened  and  evoked  again,  "and  rising  all  at  once 
be  as  the  sound  of  thunder  heard  remote". 

So  that  our  new  Cardinal,  '  if  he  writes  his  annals 
true',  may  report  to  his  master,  that  the  Church  and 
people  and  nation  of  England  are  as  firmly  resolved 
now,  as  they  were  three  centuries  ago,  to  adhere  to  and 
to  maintain  the  principle, — "  The  Bishop  of  Rome 

HATH  NO  JURISDICTION  IN  THIS  REALM  OF  EnGLAND"  ! 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  the  en- 
lightenment of  the  nineteenth  century,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much,  and  the  gentle  words  and  softened  sen- 
timents that  are  so  much  in  vogue,  have  mitigated  the 
severity  we  should  experience  were  Romanism  to  have 
full  dominion  amongst  us.  There  is  intimation  in  the 
very  brief  that  issued  from  the  pope,  and  in  the  respon- 
sive pastoral  of  the  cardinal,  of  the  spirit  that  pervades 
the  Vatican,  breathing  more  of  Constance  and  of  Late- 
ran,  than  of  the  mild  spirit  of  Him  who  ''  was  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart". 

There  is  something  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Lamp 
Roman  CathoHc  newspaper,  that  gives  us  intimation 
of  the  aspiring  views  of  Romanism  amongst  us : — 

"  A  Bill  for  diplomatic  relations  with  Rome^  and  on 
Romes  terms^  must  be  passed  by  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, Britain  must  yields  as  the  younger  state  should; 
Rome  cannot  bend.  Her  legate  must  be  received  at 
St,  James'' s^  and  that  legate  must  be  a  cardinal.  Verily^ 
too  (it  is  our  impression)^  the  cardinaVs  hat  will  be 
quite  as  attractive  and  as  comely  an  object  in  a  court 
cavalcade,,  as  the  jewelled  turban  of  an  infidel^  or  even 
the  variegated  caftan  of  a  Persian  ambassador, 

"  But  there  is  one  point  in  which  these  men  who 
rail  at  Rome  and  the  Archbishop  of  Westminster  must 
surely  be  ignorant  ^and  of  which  we  uwuld  gladly  make 
them  cognizant.     Are  they  aware  that  he   may  be 


6  THE  ROYAL  SUPREMACY. 

accountable  even  for  their  salvation  f  If  they  be  bap- 
tized^ they  are  certainly  his  spiritual  subjects^  and  oive 
him  obedience.''^ 

And  again — 

^^  And  where  is  the  vituperator  among  them  who 
would  not  shrink  into  his  original  nothingness  beneath 
the  glance  of  his  eminence  the  Cardinal  Archbishop 
of  Westminster  f^ 

Hear  you  that,  Dr.  Gumming?  This  may  be  but  a 
straw ;  yet  a  straw  is  sufficient  to  point  out  the  ten- 
dency and  direction  of  the  current. 

These  principles  being  enunciated,  the  matters  I 
would  fain  disclaim  are  these : — I  would  fain  disclaim 
being  actuated  by  any  party  purpose  in  this  present 
movement.  We  have  disclaimed  it,  and  must  continue 
to  disclaim  it,  and  to  ask  from  an  honest  and  fair 
public  that  they  will  take  our  own  actions,  and  regard 
them,  rather  than  the  unsustained  assertions  and 
calumnies  of  our  interested  opponents. 

And  then  again,  we  must  disclaim  the  least  feeling 
of  hostility  or  harshness  against  those  to  whom  we  are 
opposed.  It  is  said  to  us — and  we  are  taunted  rather 
^— that  it  is  impossible  to  oppose  men's  principles  so 
strenuously,  and  yet  to  cherish  Christian  love  to 
themselves.  Perhaps  it  may  be  difficult,  for  we  are 
all  "  carnal,  sold  under  sin"  ;  but  "  is  anything  too 
hard  for  the  Lord?"  We  point  to  the  Gospel,  and 
we  find  the  pattern  and  precedent  there.  For  what 
is  the  Gospel  of  the  living  God,  but  hatred,  un- 
compromising hatred  to  sin,  and  love,  boundless, 
fathomless,  to  the  unhappy  victim  of  sin  ?  Tliis  we 
put  before  us  for  our  pattern  and  precedent ;  and  we 
seek  to  do  good  to  those  that  are  enslaved,  when  we 
endeavour  to  break  the  fetters  of  the  bondage,  loved 
by  them,  that  keeps  them  still  enslaved. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  principles  I  would  fain 
avow,  and  the  disclaimer  I  have  taken  leave  to  make 
on  behalf  of  myself  and  those  associated  with  ine  in 
this  work.  And  I  come  now  to  the  subject  immedi- 
ately of  our  lecture. 


THE  ROYAL  SUPREMACY.  7 

I  desire  to  approach  it  myself,  under  a  deep  sense 
of  the  momentous  interests  involved  in  it,  of  the 
realiz.ed  presence  of  that  God  amongst  us,  whom  I 
seek  to  serve,  in  the  Gospel  of  his  dear  Son.  And  I 
invite  you,  my  friends  and  brethren,  to  hear ;  as  upon  a 
matter  affecting  those  interests  most  precious  to  your- 
selves and  to  your  children,  to  your  Church  and  your 
country, — the  preservation  and  transmission  of  the 
same  freedom  of  thought,  word,  action,  and  worship, 
that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  has  thus  far  mercifully 
secured  and  preserved  to  ourselves. 

I  must  ask  your  further  indulgence  while  I  give  a 
short  account  how  this  subject  happens  to  be  selected, 
in  order  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  I  seek  to 
treat  about  it.  I  was  present  at  a  committee  meeting 
where  these  lectures  were  discussed,  and  happened  to 
throw  out  something  respecting  the  recent  decision  by 
the  assembled  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  at 
the  synod  of  Thurles — how^  there  they  affirmed  a  re- 
solution, as  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  clearly 
condemning  the  Queen's  Colleges,  sanctioned  by  the 
Parliament,  and  named  by  the  honoured  name  of  the 
Queen  of  England.  I  suggested  whether  this,  and 
the  practice  of  Romanism  in  Ireland,  might  not  with 
-advantage  be  brought  before  the  public  now,  in  order 
fto  show  you  what  you  had  to  expect  when  the  same 
principles  arrived  at  the  same  power  upon  this  as 
^et  happy  and  free  soil  of  England.  It  was  thought 
[that  the  subject  was  worth  introducing.  For  this 
[the  committee  of  the  Reformation  Society  are  re- 
sponsible ;  and  I  see  a  distinguished  delinquent  here 
present,  who  must  bear  the  blame  if  the  subject  is 
judged  unworthy  of  your  consideration.  As  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  shall  now  attempt,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  to  bring  it  before  you,  for  this  I  must 
ask  respectfully  indulgence  for  myself. 

The  question  of  Ireland  is  one  of  which  you  have 
heard,  many  will  say,  perhaps  too  much  ;  but  in  the 
present  juncture  it  is  of  importance  that  you  hear 
something   of  it  again.      Ireland  is,  as  it  were,  the 
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diagram  on  which  the  problem,  the  principle,  is  to  be 
proved.  There  is  demonstrated  and  illustrated  on 
that  diagram  the  very  same  principle  Rome  seeks  to 
introduce  among  you.  Popery  is  the  problem,  and 
Ireland,  unhappily,  is  what  mathematicians  call  the 
plate  on  which  that  problem  has  been  worked  out, 
with  all  its  deducibles  and  sad  variations.  The  thing 
holds  good  exactly  on  the  very  same  principle  that  gives 
value  for  general  use  to  any  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion ;  namely,  the  immutability  of  the  same  relations  be- 
tween the  same  immutable  things.  The  same  causes, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  are  sure  to  produce 
the  same  eiFects.  "The  thing  that  hath  been,  it  is 
that  which  shall  be,  and  there  is  no  new  thing  under 
the  sun."  And  as  it  is  the  business  of  common  sense 
and  of  wisdom,  to  gather  experience  by  the  adversity 
and  misfortunes  of  others ;  here,  at  this  eventful 
crisis,  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  England,  her  liberties, 
her  laws,  her  Gospel,  her  Bible,  her  very  existence  as 
a  nation,  tremble  in  the  balance,  and  upon  the  deter- 
mination and  the  decision  that  the  nation  of  England 
comes  to  upon  this  vital  point,  it  depends  whether 
we  are  to  continue  to  enjoy  the  Word  of  God  preached, 
"  having  free  course,  and  being  glorified"  among  us, 
or  whether,  like  our  predecessors  in  the  faith,  we 
must  be  content  to  worship  in  dens  and  caves  of  the 
earth. 

I  would,  then,  seek  to  bring  before  you  some  few 
principles  which  are  accredited  and  affirmed  by  the 
Church  of  Rome ;  to  point  out  in  the  recent  history 
of  Ireland  the  working  of  those  principles  there ;  to 
show  you  that  they  have  not  been  suffix  red  to  remain 
as  a  sword  sheathed  in  the  scabbard,  but  they  have 
been  wielded  and  worked  according  as  the  weakness 
of  the  victim,  or  the  interests  of  Romanism,  seemed 
to  demand.  With  these  principles  put  before  you, 
and  with  these  facts  supporting  them,  I  shall  leave  it 
to  yourselves  to  answer,  whether  the  lawful  and 
scriptural  authority  of  our  beloved  Queen  is  compatible 
with  the  toleration  of  this  insidious  imperhim  in  im- 


THE  ROYAL  SUPllEMACY.  \) 

perio;  whether  you  will  tolerate  the  advancements 
and  encroachments  of  Rome,  that  will  not  be  content 
with  the  condition  of  equality,  that  will  be  restless 
still,  and  cease  not  until  it  have  erected  its  dominion 
over  the  ruin  of  all  that  is  precious  in  the  liberty,  or 
enduring  in  the  religion,  of  your  beloved  country. 

I  must  ask  you  for  forbearance,  while  I  read  some 
documents  and  extracts,  not  many ;  I  am  aware  of 
the  impatience  with  which  meetings  generally  receive 
such  evidence,  however  necessary. 

I  first  touch  the  doctrine  called  the  divine  right  of 
kings.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  digest  of  evidence  on  the 
state  of  Ireland,  and  I  am  about  to  quote  the  opinions 
of  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Doyle,  one  of  the  ablest  advo- 
cates of  Romanism  that  the  present  generation  has 
witnessed.  He  has  now  passed  away,  and  I  believe 
it  is  beyond  question  that  he  died  rejoicing  in  the 
faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  faith  that  during  his  life  he 
did  so  much  and  so  effectually  to  oppose.  The  ablest 
advocate  that  Rome  has  had  within  the  present  cen- 
tury was  the  late  Dr.  Doyle,  familiarly  known  by  the 
initial  letters  of  "  J.  K.  L."  I  must  confine  myself 
to  this  passage ;  I  cannot  spend  time  in  quoting  the 
context.  He  is  writing  to  Mr.  Robertson,  a  member 
of  Parliament,  and  this  is  what  Dr.  Doyle  says : — 

"  Tlie  minister  of  England  cannot  look  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Catholic  priesthood  ;  they  have  been 
ill-treated^  and  they  may  yield  for  a  moment  to  the 
influence  of  nature^  though  it  he  opposed  to  grace. 
The  clergy^  with  few  exceptions^  are  from  the  poorer 
ranks  of  the  people  ;  they  inherit  their  feelings ;  they 
are  not^  as  formerly^  brought  up  under  despotic 
governments^  and  they  have  imbibed  the  doctrines  of 
Locke  and  Paley  more  deeply  than  those  of  Bellar- 
mine,  or  even  of  Bossuet,  on  the  divine  right  of 
kings;  they  know  much  more  of  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  than  they  do  of  passive  obedience.  If  a 
rebellion  were  raging  from  Carrickfergus  to  Cape 
Clear,  no  sentence  of  excommunication  would  ever  be 
fulminated  by  a  Catholic  prelate,  or,  iffiUminated^  it 
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would  fall^  as  Grattan  once  said  of  British  swpremacy^ 
like  a  spent  thunderhoUy 

I  allude  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Divine  right  of  kings 
for  this  reason :  there  is  an  interesting  anomaly  con- 
nected  with   it.      The   Roman   Catholic   College   of 
Maynooth  was  founded  in  1795,  and  the  founders  of 
it  were  men  imbued  with  the  principle  of  the  Divine 
right  of  kings.     They  perilled  and  lost  all  for  that 
principle  in  France   at   the  Revolution  ;    and  they 
established  a  college  in  Ireland,  where  the  principle 
is  abandoned  just  at  the  time  that  you  would  believe 
it  was  the  interest  of  the  priesthood  to  maintain  it. 
They  maintain  it  in  France,  and  suffer  for  it  ;  they 
establish  a  college  in   Ireland,  where  the   principle 
would  be  popular  with  the  government,  that  received 
and  sheltered  them,  and  they  give  it  up  there.     It  is 
strange;  but  there  is  always  a  deep-seated  reason  for 
the  changes  and  counter- changes  of  Rome,  and  she 
can  "turn,  and  turn,  and  turn  again,  and  still  go 
on."     Her  objects  and  her  acts  may  appear  strange  to 
us,  but  trace  them,  and  view  them  in  the  light  of  her 
own  ultimate  interest,  and  you  will  find  her  rarely 
committing  an  error.     I  hope  she  will  be  found  to 
have  committed  an  error  now  in  the  mission  of  Dr. 
"Wiseman.     The  doctrine  of  the  Divine  right  of  kings 
was  maintained  as  long  as   there  was  yet   alive  a 
pretender  to  the  throne  of  England.     As  long  as  the 
inculcation  of  that  doctrine  weaned  the  loyal  feeling 
of  Ireland  from  the  Sovereign  of  your  country;  as  long 
as  the  tendrils  of  loyalty  could  be  trained  round  a  pre- 
tender to  England's  throne,  so  long  was  this  principle 
taught;  but  when  Cardinal  Yorke,  the  last  of  the 
Stuarts,  died  in  1807,  his  brother  (the  young  Pre- 
tender) having  died  in  1788,  and  their  father  in  1765, 
— when  that  family  was  extinct,  th^n  the  principles 
of  Bellarmine  and  Bossuet  are  given  up,  and  what  are 
styled  the  more  liberal  principles  of  Locke  and  Paley, 
are  substituted  in  their  place.     This,  moreover,  serves 
to  illustrate  the  formidable  source  of  danger  in  the 
Church  of  Rome,  its  power  of  adapting  its  principles 
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to  circumstances,  and  suiting  itself  to  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  crisis  it  is  required  to  meet,  while  it 
ought  to  go  some  way  also  in  serving  to  prove,  that 
unmitigated  hostility  to  the  Protestantism  of  our 
sovereign  and  country  is  the  leading  principle  by 
which  Komanism  shapes  its  course.  And  she  is  right. 
Rome  pants  for  universal  dominion ;  and  as  ancient 
Athens  was  to  Philip  of  Macedon,  the  only  obstacle 
between  him  and  the  liberties  of  Greece,  so  is  Pro- 
testant England  the  only  obstacle  between  Rome,  and 
ascendency  over  the  liberties  of  Christendom. 

I  come  next  to  the  question  of  heretical  sovereigns, 
nearlv  allied  as  it  is  to  the  fore^'oino; ;  and  I  take  an 
extract  from  the  Secunda  Secundce  of  Thomas 
Aquinas.  Bear  with  me  while  I  read  a  question  and 
answer,  and  then  while  I  assign  the  reason  of  my  lay- 
ing such  stress  on  this  work  as  to  trespass  upon  your 
time  by  doing  so.  The  twelfth  question  is,  whether  a 
prince  on  account  of  his  apostasy  from  the  faith  loses 
the  dominion  over  his  subjects,  so  that  they  are  not 
bound  to  obey  him?  In  answering  that  question  the 
writer  quotes  from  Gregory  YII : — "  We^  observing 
the  laws  of  our  holy  predecessors^  absolve  hy  apostolic 
authority  f 7' om  their  engagements  (sacramento)  those 
who  are  hound  to  persons  excommunicated  in  fealty 
or  hy  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  and  almost  prohibit 
them  to  render  any  allegiance  until  the  excommuni- 
cated make  satisfaction  ;  hut  apostates  from  the  faith, 
as  also  heretics,  are  excommunicated ;^^  and  therefore, 
Aquinas  concludes,  ''as  soon  as  any  one  is  denounced 
by  a  sentence  as  excommunicated  for  apostasy,  his 
subjects  are  {ipso  facto)  released  from  his  dominion, 
and  from  the  oath  of  allegiance  by  which  they  were 
bound  to  himy 

Our  gracious  Sovereign  is  ipso  facto  excommu- 
nicated. In  the  estimation  of  Rome,  she  is  "  a 
heretic".  Were  she  asked,  she  would  be  the  first 
to  proclaim,  uncaring  for  consequences,  that  "  after 
the  way  which  they  call  heresy,  so  worships  she  the 
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God  of  her  fathers."     She  is  therefore  ipso  facto  ex- 
communicate, according  to  Thomas  Aquinas. 

But  you  ask  me,  what  has  Thomas  Aquinas  to  do 
with  the  Church  of  Kome  now,  or  with  Cardinal 
Wiseman?  At  the  time  that  the  college  of  Maynooth, 
the  seminary  for  the  education  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood  in  Ireland,  was  established,  St.  Augustine 
was  the  authority,  as  interpreted  by  Thomas  Aquinas, 
recommended  by  the  Propaganda.  I  have  not  brought 
with  me  the  Eighth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Education, — the  sworn  testimony ;  but  I  hold  myself 
responsible  to  any  one  that  thinks  proper  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  to  challenge  the  accuracy  of  any  statement 
I  venture  to  make  here.  Granted,  this  was  in  1795; 
but  in  the  Report  (printed  in  1827)  to  which  I  allude, 
the  professor  of  logic,  ethics,  and  metaphysics,  the 
Rev.  C.  M'Nally,  is  questioned  about  the  books  he 
teaches  his  class,  and  he  says: — "  The  authors  or 
works  to  which  I  have  occasionally  referred^  or  from 
which  I  have  read  extracts^  are  the  following :  St. 
Thomas  Aquinas^  of  whose  Secunda  Secundce  I  have 
often  spoken  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation^ 
as  being,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  best  treatises  on 
ethics^  You  have  heard  a  sample  of  these  ethics 
where  a  heretical  sovereign  is  concerned. 

Now,  what  position  is  England  in  ?  You  endow  a 
college  for  teaching  certain  principles,  and  when  those 
principles  are  carried  into  act,  you  are  bound  by  the 
majesty  of  your  law,  by  the  fidelity  you  owe  to  your 
own  sovereign,  to  punish  those  very  acts  as  treason- 
able. You  endow  a  college  to  teach  principles,  that, 
carried  into  practice,  you  must  denounce  and  punish 
as  crime.  And  recently,  in  re-establishing  this  college, 
in  endowing  it,  and  enlarging  it,  you  have  taken  no 
provision  whatever  to  ascertain  what  are  the  doctrines 
that  are  taught  there.  You  have  only  increased  the 
multitudes  of  those  who  are  instructed  in  the  doc- 
trines of  Aquinas's  Secunda  Secundw,  the  best  trea- 
tise upon  ethics  that  the  Roman  Catholic  professor  in 
the  college  is  acquainted  with.     That  is  the  sworn 
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evidence :  I  shall  be  thankful  to  any  injudicious  friend 
of  Eoine,  that  tempts  me  to  enlarge  upon  this  head. 

But  what  is  the  power  really  claimed?  We  have 
had  so  much  about  this,  that  I  pass  it  over  very 
hghtly,  and  merely  mention  the  bull  in  ccend  Domini^ 
and  the  canons  of  the  third  council  of  Lateran,  The 
bull  excommunicates  all  princes^  being  Protestants^ 
and  all  powers^  civil  and  ecclesiastical^  under  tliem^ 
being  Protestants,  Inquiry  was  made,  anterior  to 
passing  the  Emancipation  Act,  as  to  the  character  and 
effect  of  these  bulls;  they  were  disclaimed.  Dr. 
Doyle,  again,  on  his  examination,  disclaims  this  bull; 
he  says : — "  If  that  bull  were  inforce^  there  is  scarcely 
anything  would  be  at  rest  amongst  the  Catholic  states 
of  Europe^  and  they  have  been  as  solemn  and  as 
earnest  in  protesting  against  it  as  we  have  been  at 
any  period  in  England  or  Ireland.'' 

With  regard  to  the  third  Lateran,  on  the  extermi- 
nation of  heretics,  I  will  merely  quote  an  expression 
in  it : — 

"^  bishop  is  bound^  even  in  places  where  the  office 
of  the  holy  inquisition  is  inforce^  to  take  care  that  he 
shall  purge  the  diocese  intrusted  to  him  from  heretics^ 
and  If  he  shall  find  any^  he  ought  to  punish  them, 
with  canonical  punishment^ 

I  pass  this,  because  the  enormity  of  these  bulls  and 
canons  is  so  obvious.  They  are  only  suspended, 
only  in  abeyance ;  they  are  still  in  force,  and,  though 
denied  when  it  suits  apologists  to  deny  them,  have 
never  been  rescinded.  I  am  not  aware,  that  with  a 
party  that  deny  everything,  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  show,  where  or  when  these  bulls  and  canons  have 
been  rescinded  with  authority.  The  time  has  not  suited, 
nor  the  complexion  of  the  feeling  of  England  ;  and,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  I  trust  will  not  be  suffered  to  arise. 
The  spread  of  such  a  calm  determined  spirit  as  this 
now  manifested  may  be  depended  upon,  as  it  has  God's 
Word  and  Will  for  its  foundation,  and  looks  to  Him 
to  make  it  the  means  of  protecting  the  imperilled 
liberties  of  this  favoured  land. 
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Another  point  to  which  I  must  allude :  over  whom 
is  this  power  exercised?  Here  I  take  the  second 
volume  of  Peter  Dens,  upon  the  subject  of  baptism. 
The  question  is  proposed,  whether  baptized  intidels, 
such  as  heretics  and  apostates,  and  baptized  schisma- 
tics, can  be  compelled  by  corporal  punishment  to  return 
to  the  Catholic  faith,  and  the  unity  of  the  Church. 
The  answer  given  is  that  they  may  ;  because  by  bap- 
tism  they  have  been  made  subjects  of  the  Churchy 
and  so  the  Church  has  jurisdiction  over  them^  and  the 
power^  by  means  appointed^  of  compelling  them  to 
obedience^  and  to  fulfil  the  obligation  which  by  bap- 
tism they  have  contracted.  This  is  of  vast  importance. 
Dr.  Wiseman  is  coming  as  a  bishop  among  you  here ; 
and  it  is  worth  mention,  that  this  power  of  the  Church 
claimed  over  heretics,  because  they  have  been  bap- 
tized, was  admitted,  in  1842,  by  Peronne,  a  Jesuit,  the 
Theological  professor  in  the  College  of  Kome.  This 
is  affirmed  in  a  letter,  written  in  that  year,  to  the 
Kev.  John  Henry  Newman,  by  Dr.  Wiseman,  who 
accredits  the  treatise  and  position  of  the  professor. 

Looking  to  the  application  of  these  principles  with 
reference  to  Ireland.  I  first  glance  at  the  period  of 
emancipation  in  1829  ;  and  I  desire  you  to  call  to 
remembrance  the  promises  that  were  made,  the  ex- 
pectations that  were  oiFered,  the  hopes  that  some  san- 
guine Protestants  were  bold  enough  to  entertain,  of 
the  healing  effects  of  that  measure.  Can  any  one  say 
that  the  provisions  of  that  measure  have  not  been 
carried  out  in  a  breadth  and  fulness  to  leave  the  Ro- 
manists without  cause  of  complaint  ?  I  dare  not  put 
the  question  on  the  other  side,  and  say  they  have 
been  carried  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  de- 
ceived Protestants  without  complaint.  The  enabling 
clauses  have  all  been  attended  to  ;  the  penalties  all 
disregarded.  The  titles  of  our  sees,  which  it  was 
contrary  to  the  act  for  any  Roman  Catholic  ecclesi- 
astic to  assume,  were  boldly  assumed,  and  flauntingly 
made  use  of;  the  difficulty  of  proving  the  act,  and 
the  reluctance  of  "the  powers  that  be"  to  have  the 


THE  ROYAL  SUPREMACY.  15 

parties  prosecuted,  were  taken  advantage  of,  and  the 
pope  has,  doubtless,  been  encouraged  in  his  recent 
measures  of  aggression  by  Ithis,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  apostasy,  and  melancholy  defections  in  our 
own  Church,  to  which  I  may  further  allude  hereafter. 
Standing  up  as  a  clergyman,  and  the  son  of  a  clergy- 
man, of  the  Church  of  England,  all  whose  sympathies 
have  been  trained  up  in  attachment  to  her  pure  doc- 
trines, and  willing  obedience  to  her  mild  discipline, 
the  more  matured  judgment  of  whose  advanced  years 
has  only  served  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  early 
prepossessions  of  his  youth,  I  feel  only  the  more  bound 
to  protest  against  any  feeling  in  common  with  those 
who  within  her  sanctuary  would  betray  her  to  the 
enemy. 

Alas  1  what  has  been  the  entire  course  of  policy  on 
the  part  of  England  towards  Ireland?  I  disclaim 
any  political  intention  or  party  object;  I  care  nothing 
for  party  ;  the  Bible  is  the  sole  principle  I  desire  to 
guide  me,  and  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
souls  my  only  aim ;  but  remember,  I  am  as  it  were 
proving  a  mathematical  problem,  and  you  are  to 
examine  the  proof  and  see  that  it  is  legitimate.  The 
entire  current  of  legislation  has  been  in  the  spirit  of 
the  widest  and  most  confiding  liberality  to  the  Church 
of  Kome.  You  established  the  National  Board  of 
Education.  The  objection  to  the  previously  existing 
system  was  that  the  Bible  was  there.  Lord  Stanley, 
with  his  noble  mind,  was  too  easily  caught  by  the 
plausibilities  of  those  with  whom  he  had  to  do  ;  I 
should  be  ashamed  of  an  English  nobleman,  I  should 
be  ashamed  of  an  English  gentleman,  brought  up  in 
the  instinctive  feelings  of  honour  and  truth,  that 
render  the  word  of  an  English  gentleman  equal  to  his 
bond  all  the  world  over — I  should  be  ashamed  of  him 
if  he  were  a  match  for  the  wily  sophistries  that  pecu- 
liarly and  distinctively  characterize  the  dealings  of 
Rome.  He  thought  he  was  dealt  with  in  the  same 
open  spirit  in  which  he  dealt  with  them.  In  his 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Leinster,   he  says,   speaking 
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openly,  that  the  objection  was  that  the  Bible  was 
made  use  of  in  the  schools  :  it  was  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Here  is  an  im- 
portant statement  made,  not  by  "the  bigot,  Dr.  Gum- 
ming," but  by  Lord  Stanley,  when  it  suits  the  Romish 
ecclesiastics  to  tell  him  so,  and  which  his  honesty 
tells  to  the  world.  The  National  Board  was  esta- 
blished ;  and,  alas  for  my  country  !  its  principles 
were  avowedly  framed  in  deference  to  Rome's  hostility 
to  the  Word  of  God.  Romanism  has  certainly  no 
right  to  complain  that  we  were  niggard  in  our  treat- 
ment of  her,  that  we  failed  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Emancipation  act.  Next  you  endowed  May- 
nooth.  No  application  was  made  to  you  to  do  it; 
nor  one  voice  of  gratitude  returned  to  you  when  it 
was  done.  This  subject  is  vast  and  comprehensive  ; 
I  must  not  now  allow  myself  to  dwell  upon  it ;  but 
what  have  you  been  doing  at  the  same  time  to  a 
branch  of  your  own  Church  ?  Remember  the  title  of 
your  Prayer-Book;  it  is  "  the  United  Church" — not 
Churches — "  of  England  and  Ireland."  We  were 
bound  together,  we  were  placed  in  the  same  boat,  as 
it  were,  at  the  Union,  and  launched  upon  the  same 
sea;  but  one  part  has  been  seriously  injured.  Beware 
while  it  is  yet  in  time — the  warning  may  be  useful — 
that  you  suffer  not  your  own  Church  to  come  within 
the  peril  of  the  same  influence.  AVhat  disasters  must 
follow  then  !  I  do  not  assert  for  the  beloved  Church 
of  England  that  she  has  a  monopoly  of  truth,  or  is  the 
only  body  that  proclaims  it ;  but  1  do  say,  that  if  the 
National  Church — the  great  ship — went  down,  many 
of  the  smaller  craft  (I  use  the  word  without  meaning 
offence,  and  I  am  sure  offence  will  not  be  taken  where 
it  is  not  meant) — many  of  the  smaller  craft,  that  lie 
safe  under  her  lee  and  thus  weather  the  gale,  would 
not  find  their  existence  worth  many  years'  purchase 
when  that  shelter  was  removed. 

What  have  you  been  doing  to  that  Church  ?  You 
have  violated  its  integrity  by  removing  ten  of  its 
bishops.    You  have  confiscated  its  property  by  sweep- 
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ing  off  a  fourth  of  its  income.  While  you  have  been 
exaggerating  the  means  and  power  of  the  one  body,, 
you  have  been  curtailing  the  influence  and  property 
of  the  other.  But  the  Lord  is  supreme  still.  Not- 
withstanding all  the  injury,  all  the  loss,  all  the  dis- 
couragement, I  do  believe  that  the  Church  of  Ireland 
never  was  in  a  more  healthy  condition  than  at  present, 
or  more  honoured  of  God.  We  look  with  sorrow  here, 
as  we  see  noblemen,  men  of  rank  and  intelligence, 
some  of  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  England,  given 
over  to  a  strong  delusion,  and  going  over  to  the  bosom 
of  Rome  ;  we  look  across  the  channel  to  Ireland,  and, 
amidst  its  suffering  and  wretchedness  and  persecution, 
we  see  the  poor  and  despised,  it  may  be,  those,  not 
only  abandoning  Rome,  but  becoming  converts  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  to  the  Lord  Jesus  himself. 

But  I  proceed.  More  recently  you  have  the  history 
of  1848,  and  of  the  agitation  that  "frighted  this  isle 
from  its  propriety".  They  told  you  it  only  waited  for 
"  England's  extremity"  to  be  "Ireland's  opportunity" ; 
only  let  England  be  embroiled  in  a  foreign  war,  and 
the  first  shot  fired  would  be  the  token  of  a  simulta- 
neous rebellion  in  Ireland.  By  whom  was  that  rebel- 
lion fomented  ?  By  the  very  priests  you  have  been 
educating  at  Maynooth.  They  were  carrying  out  the 
principles  of  Aquinas  and  Dens,  and  the  third  Lateran 
Council,  and  the  bull  "  in  ccend  Domini'\  These 
are  the  legitimate  fruits  from  your  own  professors, 
maintained  by  England.  The  priests  urged  on  the  re- 
bellion to  the  last  point,  and  drew  back  with  charac- 
teristic caution  when  they  found  further  advance 
might  be  attended  with  danger.  Our  gracious  Queen 
visits  that  portion  of  her  dominions  ;  she  is  received 
with  heartfelt  cordiality,  measureless  loyalty,  on  the 
part  of  her  subjects,  I  will  say  Roman  Catholic  as 
well  as  Protestant ;  for  I  desire  to  mark  a  distinction, 
that  I  by  no  means  hold  the  Roman  Catholic  laity, 
whether  English  or  Irish,  responsible  for  the  deeds  of 
darkness  that  truth  compels  us  to  fasten  upon  their 
Church  in  the  person  of  her  rulers ;  I  do  believe  that 
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there  are  many,  very  many  Roman  Catholics,  of  as 
high  a  sense  of  honour,  men  whose  hearts  would  as 
instinctively  recoil  from  the  entertainment  of  the 
principles  I  refer  to,  as  any  one  in  this  room.  But  I 
tell  them  that  they  should  inquire,  and  that  though 
their  ministers  and  priests  may  hold  one  tone  to 
themselves,  there  is  a  different  tone,  a  different  tem- 
per, and  a  different  mode  of  action  in  reserve  when 
the  opportunity  serves,  when  the  atmosphere  is  more 
encouraging,  and  when  the  necessity  of  their  cause 
demands  it.  I  think  it  of  consequence  to  make  this 
distinction  ;  many  of  our  Roman  Catholic  brethren, 
in  spite  of  the  deadening  influence  of  their  system, 
are  not  only  men  of  honour  and  principle,  but  men  of 
the  Truth,  believing  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  putting 
aside  the  mists  of  error  and  superstition  their  Church 
interposes  between  the  Saviour  and  the  sinner.  When 
her  gracious  Majesty  visited  Ireland,  she  was  received 
with  a  swell  of  responsive  loyalty  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country ;  addresses  Were  pre- 
sented from  all  quarters;  but  the  public  news- 
papers afiirmed — and  I  saw  no  attempt  to  contradict 
it — that  when  the  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  assembled  to  decide  upon  an  address  to  Her 
Majesty,  meagre  as  it  was  in  its  character,  it  was  only 
carried  by  a  majority  of  one.  It  is  consistent  with 
their  principles  ;  but  had  they  been  forward  in  their 
professions  of  loyalty,  we  can  understand  how  their 
principles  were  elastic  enough  to  present  such  an 
address  when  an  immediate  object  was  to  be  gained, 
and  their  Church  was  not  sufficiently  powerful  to 
secure  her  ends  otherwise.  Overweening  confidence 
may  have  thrown  off  the  mask  of  caution  too  soon. 

I  come  now  to  the  Synod  of  Thurles ;  the  last  as- 
sembling of  the  prelates  of  the  Romish  Church.  They 
met  together,  and  one  great  object  of  their  dehbera- 
tion  was  the  Queen's  Colleges.  The  first  complaint, 
in  former  times,  against  the  system  of  education  in 
Ireland,  as  urged  to  Lord  Stanley,  was  that  the  Bible 
was  taught.     "  Let  there  be  no  religon  taught,  let  it 
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be  a  clear  stage  and  no  favour",  was  for  a  long  time 
the  tone,  and  the  amount  of  what  was  demanded  by 
the  advocates  of  Rome.  We  took  our  ground  upon 
the  scriptural  foundation,  that  we  dare  not  become 
parties  to  keeping  the  birth-right  of  life,  the  Word  of 
God,  from  the  heart  and  the  eye  of  the  child.  We 
urged  this,  and  are  prepared  to  urge  it  still.  We  find 
it  so  in  the  equity  law  of  the  country.  The  minor  is 
not  aware  of  the  property  belonging  to  him  ;  the  first 
law  officer  of  England  is  made  by  the  law  the  guardian 
of  the  interests  of  that  child,  and  when  the  minor 
comes  of  age  he  is  made  acquainted  with  the  right  and 
inheritance  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  father.  We  ask 
the  same  thing.  The  Bible  is  our  Heavenly  Father's 
most  gracious  gift  to  every  fallen  child  that  breathes 
upon  the  earth  ;  and  we  say,  no  man,  no  power,  has  a 
right  to  interpose  between  the  helpless  child  in  the 
Irish,  or  the  English  school,  and  the  great  birthright 
and  inheritance  which  God  reserves  for  him,  recorded 
in  his  Word,  and  kept  for  him  in  heaven.  Upon  this 
principle  we  stood  out ;  but  the  government  judged 
differently ;  and  with  the  best  intentions  established 
the  National  Board,  in  which  Lord  Stanley  thought 
he  had  provided  an  opportunity  of  instructing  those 
who  willed  it  in  God's  Word,  and  not  pressing  it  upon 
the  conscience  of  those  whose  parents  objected  to  it. 
I  refer  to  the  fact,  to  show  two  things,  the  disposition 
on  one  side  to  concede  to  Rome  all  it  asked,  and  the 
determination  of  Rome  not  to  cease  asking,  while  any 
thing  remained  yet  to  be  gained  by  asking.  The  last 
concession  is  always  made  the  ground  of  a  further 
and  more  arrogant  claim ;  and  now  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges, established  upon  the  principle  with  which  Ro- 
manism said  she  would  have  been  content  before,  are 
denounced,  and  called  "  godless  colleges"  ;  because, 
forsooth,  Romanism  is  not  exclusively  taught  in  them  ; 
because  a  shred  of  Protestantism  is  allowed  in  them ; 
because  a  Protestant  surgeon  may  deliver  lectures  on 
anatomy  to  the  students  ;  because  a  Protestant  lawyer 
may  deliver  a  lecture  upon  civil  law ;  because,   in 
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fact,  the  whole  institution  is  not  altogether  in  the 
grasp  of  Rome  itself.  This  is  the  complaint  now  : 
and  so  high  are  their  aspirations,  and  so  haughty 
their  demands,  that  they  have  raised  subscriptions  to 
set  afloat  a  thoroughly  Romish  university.  They  are 
not  satisfied  with  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  that  has 
been  carried  on  for  so  many  years  upon  a  broad  and 
liberal  principle  ;  whether  too  broad  and  liberal  I 
pause  not  to  inquire :  the  Roman  Catholic  enters 
there,  and  has  the  same  advantage  with  the  Protestant 
in  instruction,  in  every  thing,  and  is  not  required  to 
attend  our  religious  services,  or  examined  in  any 
book  of  a  religious  character.  The  Romanists  have 
no  right  to  complain  of  the  liberality  that  has  flung 
wide  the  gate,  and  only  excludes  them  from  the  fel- 
lowships and  scholarships  ;  the  government  of  a  body 
altogether  Protestant.  But  not  content  with  this, 
they  are  establishing  now  a  university  of  their  own. 
They  are  willing  to  receive  from  you  thousands  a-year 
for  the  support  of  Maynooth  ;  that  is  exclusively  un- 
der their  own  control,  and  from  which  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  any  Protestant  is  to  derive  any  benefit. 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  established  as  exclusively, 
and  endowed  for  the  education  of  ministers  for  the 
Irish  Church,  as  Maynooth  was  for  the  opposite  pur- 
pose, yet  has  all  along  acted,  as  I  have  said,  on  the  most 
generous  principle  towards  young  men  of  the  Romish 
persuasion.  And  still  Rome,  cumulated  with  tokens 
of  England's  generosity,  neutralizes  the  good  intentions 
of  England's  Queen  in  the  foundation  of  the  new  col- 
leges, because  she  has  not  herself  the  sole  control  in 
the  administration  of  them ;  or  because,  in  other 
words,  any  other  portion  of  the  connnunity  is  admitted 
to  the  benefits  they  are  designed  to  impart. 

You  have  at  this  moment  the  Queen  of  England 
establishing  these  colleges ;  while  the  pope  and  bishops 
of  the  Romish  Church  in  Ireland  take  the  opposite 
part,  and  place  Victoria's  subjects  in  the  difliculty  of 
choosing  whom  they  will  serve  and  obey.  Is  not  this 
an  invasion  of  Her  Majesty's  prerogative  ?   Is  not  the 
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same  to  be  apprehended,  should  the  pope  and  his  legate 
become  supreme  here  ? 

This  Synod  of  Thurles,  as  I  have  said,  complains 
that  the  colleges  are  godless,  and  therefore  they  are 
denounced.  It  states  in  their  synodical  address: — 
^''Against  which  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to  ivarn  you 
with  all  the  energy  of  zeal  and  all  the  weight  of  our 

authority We  laid  at  the  feet  of  our  venerable 

and  blessed  Pontiff  the  plan  of  instruction  that  had 
been  proposed  to  us,  with  a  statement  of  the  diversity 

of  opinion  that  prevailed  on  the  subject The 

successor  of  Peter  pronounced  his  final  judgment  on 
the  subject.  All  controversy  is  now  at  an  end — the 
judge  has  spoken — the  question  is  decided." 

Now  mark  that.  Your  Sovereign  has  assented  to 
the  erection  of  colleges  in  different  parts  of  Ireland  ; 
you  yourselves  are  taxed  to  support  them,  and  give, 
with  a  generous  uncomplaining  hand,  whatever  you 
believe  to  tend  to  the  amelioration  of  our  country, 
moral,  or  intellectual,  or  physical.  As  an  Irishman — 
and  I  speak  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  my  country- 
men— I  think  with  feelings  of  thankfulness  upon  the 
generosity  of  England,  and  never  forget  how  it  rose 
to  the  measure  of  the  emergency  when  famine  had 
seemed  to  strike  prostrate  the  energies  of  that  entire 
nation.  You  gave  with  a  liberal  hand,  and  give  still, 
to  the  establishments  of  Ireland.  Opportunity  was 
afforded  for  individual  benevolence  ;  and  our  primate 
of  Ireland — may  God  bless  him  !  he  is  an  honour  to 
his  country,  as  well  as  an  ornament  to  his  Church — 
he,  although  not  concurring  in  the  constitution  of 
these  colleges,  yet  being  a  loyal  subject,  and  as  they 
were  honoured  with  the  name  of  our  Sovereign,  gave 
a  thousand  pounds  himself  to  the  college  in  his  me- 
tropolitan town  of  Armagh,  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Biblical  lectureship.  It  proves  there  was  no  illibe- 
rality  on  his  part.  But  a  foreign  potentate,  whom 
our  premier — bless  and  spare  him  ! — designates  as  "  a 
foreign  prince  of  no  great  power",  is  actually  to  decide 
whether  or  not  the  voice  of  your  parliament,  the  will 
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of  your  Sovereign,  is  to  take  effect  among  the  subjects 
of  that  sovereign  :  Is  there  no  presumption  here  ?  Is 
there  no  interference  with  anything  but  spiritual 
rights  ?  Have  you  Englishmen  nothing  to  fear  from 
such  encroachments  ? 

There  is  an  account  of  another  document  not  pub- 
lished :  when  they  speak  so  plainly  here,  one  is  curious 
to  get  a  peep  at  what  is  contained  in  the  other,  the 
secret  document. 

At  present,  it  is  said,  a  large  minority  of  the  Popish 
prelates  think  the  synod  going  too  far ;  and  the  matter 
is  before  the  Pope  of  Kome,  whether  or  not  the  Queen's 
Colleges  shall  be  sanctioned,  and  maintained,  and 
rendered  useful  to  the  population  for  whom  they  were 
intended,  availing  themselves  of  the  means  which  the 
goodness  of  your  Sovereign  and  your  generosity  place 
within  their  reach.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  the  pre- 
lates of  the  darkest  and  most  ignorant  parts  of  Ireland 
are  the  men  who  lent  their  support  to  swell  the 
majority  by  which  the  Queen's  Colleges  were  de- 
nounced. The  Word  of  God  is  the  great  object  of  their 
fear.  But  there  is  a  disposition  to  crush  all  knowledge  ; 
even  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  National  Board, 
I  learn,  who  have  merely  supported  it  upon  intellec- 
tual grounds,  and  are  not  concerned  in  the  spiritual 
view  of  the  question,  are  apprehensive  that  the  sur- 
render of  that  board  to  the  power  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  gives  it  the  opportunity  of  crushing  even  the 
intellectual  light  that  it  was  hoped  might  find  its  way 
into  the  minds  of  the  people. 

"  The  system  may  have  been  devised"  (so  speaks 
the  sy nodical  address  above  referred  to)  "  in  a  spirit 
of  generous  and  impartial  policy,  hut  the  statesmen 
who  framed  it  were  not  acquainted  with  the  injiexible 
nature  of  our  doctrines'. 

We  thank  the  Romish  bishops  for  telling  our 
statesmen  this.  If  they  would  understand  what  the 
doctrine  is,  and  insist  upon  knowing  the  principles 
inculcated  by  Rome,  we  should  have  less  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  the  question.     And  we  look  and  trust  to 
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the  blessing  of  God,  that  seems  to  be  mercifully  over- 
ruling this,  that  attention  having  been  once  directed 
to  the  matter  Avill  not  be  diverted  from  it.  Let  those 
who  love  the  Lord  and  His  Word  come  together. 
"  He  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a  dream ;  and  he 
that  hath  My  AVord,  let  him  speak  My  Word  faith- 
fully: what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat?  saith  the 
Lord." 

When  speaking  of  the  Divine  right  of  kings,  I 
omitted  to  say,  that  as  long  as  the  exiled  family  of 
Stuart  lived,  they  had  the  appointment  of  the  Irish 
bishops.  The  appointment  belonged  to  the  pope  of 
Rome,  but  it  was  said  he  never  exercised  it.  And 
when,  anterior  to  the  Emancipation  Act,  witnesses 
were  examined  before  committees  of  parliament,  and 
it  was  a  great  object  to  ascertain  the  principles  of 
Rome  upon  the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  Romish 
prelates  in  Ireland,  Dr.  Murray,  Dr.  Doyle,  Dr.  Troy, 
and  the  professors  at  Maynooth,  stated  that  the  pope 
possessed  the  right,  but  never  insisted  upon  it;  that 
the  Irish  bishops  sent  a  number  of  names  to  Rome, 
and  the  pope  laid  his  hand  generally  upon  the  first 
name.  But  now,  here  is  a  bishop  appointed,  Dr. 
Cullen,  for  whom  no  priest  or  bishop  or  parish  in 
Ireland  asked.  The  usual  rule  was  violated ;  the  pope 
stood  upon  his  right;  and  he  sent  Dr.  Paul  Cullen,  a 
man  who  has  been  living  for  thirty  years  in  Rome,  to 
be  his  legate  and  primate  to  carry  out  his  work  in 
Ireland.  The  prospect  seems  to  brighten  before  them, 
and  their  measures  are  more  decided  in  consequence. 

With  respect  to  the  oath  of  allegiance,  there  is  a 
letter  in  yesterday's  Morning  Herald  from  the  newly- 
appointed  "bishop"  of  Northampton;  and  he  says: 
"  The  laws  of  England  ai^e fully  cognizant  of  this  fact, 
and  hence^in  tendering  to  us  the  oath  of  allegiance^  they 
qualify  the  wording  of  that  oath  so  as  not  to  compel 
us  to  deny  the  spiritual  power  and  supremacy  of  our 
holy  father^  But  when  Dr.  Cullen  came  to  Ireland, 
he  was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  Charities 
Commission :  it  is  certain  that  he  has  refused  to  take 
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the  place  of  his  predecessor,  who  was  on  the  Commis- 
sion ;  and  it  is  said  in  the  newspapers,  and  not  con- 
tradicted, that  his  objection  is  that  he  would  have  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  has  taken  the  oath  of 
fealty  to  the  pope  twice,  but  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
Victoria  he  has  declined,  as  far  as  we  can  learn. 

I  have  said  somewhat  already,  charging  ourselves 
with  being  guilty  in  this  matter,  guilty  towards  our 
Roman  Catholic  brethren,  and  guilty  especially  the 
humbler  their  character  and  the  less  intelligent  their 
condition.  Suppose  the  Irish  peasant  invited  to  em- 
brace the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  when  he  hears  and 
feels  that  his  priest  carries  more  influence  on  the  side 
of  error  with  "  the  powers  that  be,"  than  those  who 
are  devoted  to  the  truth,  is  there  not  a  serious 
obstacle  placed  in  the  way  of  his  inquiry  into  truth  ? 
But  we  bless  God  that  He  has  thus  awakened  us,  and 
alarmed  us  with  the  distant  thunder,  and  we  trust  the 
feeling  wall  not  be  suffered  to  pass  away.  If  the 
Reformation  was  w^orth  establishing,  it  is  worth  main- 
taining. Either  w^e  w^ere  wrong  in  perilling  the  peace 
of  the  country  three  centuries  ago,  or  we  shall  be 
wrong  tenfold  if  we  suffer  that  to  pass  away  from  us, 
which  was  w^on  at  such  a  cost.  It  is  one  of  the  con- 
sequences of  long  possession,  to  make  men  think 
lightly  of  what  they  have  easily  acquired.  It  has 
<iome  easily  to  us,  but  it  w^as  bought  with  difficulty  by 
them.  We  may  say,  like  the  Apostle,  "I  was  free 
born" ;  but  the  chief  captain  answered,  "  With  a  great 
sum  olDtained  I  this  freedom."  "  AYith  a  great  sum" 
our  ancestors  purchased  this  freedom  ;  we  are,  com- 
paratively "free  born";  but  let  not  our  children, 
when  we  are  gone,  have  reason  to  upbraid  us  for 
faithlessness  in  the  trust  that  the  piety  of  our  ancestors 
by  the  blessing  of  God  committed  to  us.  We  must 
pause,  we  must  return  and  repent  and  do  the  first 
works. 

If  I  speak  in  sorrow  of  the  condition  of  the  Church 
of  England,  I  believe  still  it  is  true  and  sound  at  the 
core.     As  for  the  disaffected,  I  believe  it  is  they  who 
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have  given  encouragement  to  the  Pope,  and  led  him 
to  suppose  that  this  daring  aggression  and  encroach- 
ment would  be  tolerated,  and  might  be  made  the 
ground  of  further  assault  upon  the  liberties  of  our 
happy  land;  but  I  believe  the  disaffected  are  few, 
though  they  make  up  in  activity  and  energy  what  they 
want  in  numbers.  Our  reliance  is  upon  the  laity  of 
our  Church.  The  late  undisguised  effort  of  Tractari- 
anism  has  been  well  touched  by  our  noble  premier, 
who  in  touching  it  has  shown  equal  sagacity  in  coming 
to  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  fidelity  to  his  royal  mis- 
tress in  expressing  his  determination  to  put  a  stop  to 
it,  as  far  as  in  him  lies.  His  letter  is  worth  a  second 
reading.     He  says : — 

"  Clergymen  of  our  own  Churchy  who  have  sub- 
scribed the  Thirty -nine  Articles^  and  acknowledged  in 
explicit  terins  the  Queen  s  swpremacy^  have  been  the 
most  forward  in  leading  their  flocks  *  step  by  step  to 
the  very  verge  of  the  precipice'  The  honour  paid  to 
saints,  the  claim  of  infallibility  for  the  Chm'ch^  the 
superstitious  use  of  the  sign  of  the  cross,  the  mutter- 
ing of  the  Liturgy  so  as  to  disguise  the  language  in 
which  it  is  written,  the  recommendation  of  auricular 
confession,  and  the  administration  of  penance  and 
absolution — all  these  things  are  pointed  out  by  clergy - 
men  of  the  Church  of  England  as  worthy  of  adoption, 
and  are  now  openly  reprehended  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  in  his  charge  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese. 

"  What,  then,  is  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  a  foreign  prince  of  no  great  power,  compared  to 
the  danger  within  the  gates  from,  the  unworthy  sons 
of  the  Church  of  England  herself  ? 

"  /  have  little  hope  that  the  propounders  and 
framers  of  these  innovations  will  desist  from  their 
insidious  courses.  But  1  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
people  of  England,  and  1  will  not  bate  a  jot  of  heart 
or  hope  so  long  as  the  glorious  principles  and  the 
immortal  martyrs  of  the  Reformation  shall  be  held  in 
reverence  by  the  great  mass  of  a  nation,  which  looks 
with  contempt  on  the  mummeries  of  superstition,  and 
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with  scorn  at  the  laborious  endeavours  ivhich  are 
now  making  to  confine  the  intellect  and  enslave  the 
souiy 

Oh,  sir,  is  not  this  proof  sufficient  of  the  awful 
abominations  that  belong  to  the  fully  developed  sys- 
tem of  Tridentine  Romanism,  when  the  least  contact, 
the  least  dalliance  with  its  foul  principles,  communi- 
cates such  defilement.  How  else  can  you  account 
for  the  deadened  moral  principle  in  the  breasts  of  men 
trained  up  in  high  associations  and  honourable  sym- 
pathies? How  else  can  you  account  for  men,  minis- 
ters of  our  own  Church,  being  brought  into  such 
position,  as  to  have  their  engagements  placed  in  oppo- 
sition to  their  convictions ;  their  engagements  to  their 
Church,  which  they  have  not  yet  honestly  abandoned, 
pointing  in  one  direction,  and  their  afi'ections  drawing 
them  the  while  towards  Rome  ?  Their  eflPort  being  to 
assimilate  the  pure  ritual  of  England  with  the  foul 
harlotry  of  the  Popish  ceremonial :  eating  the  bread, 
wearing  the  honours,  using  the  influence  of  Eng- 
land, while  they  delight  in  the  practices,  adopt  the 
ceremonials^  and  do  the  works  of  Rome.  Oh,  sir,  this 
never  should  have  been. 

I  have  a  pamphlet  in  my  hand,  containing  a  state- 
ment of  circumstances  connected  with  the  proposal 
of  a  resolution  at  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the 
Bristol  Church  Union,  by  William  Palmer,  M.  A. 
Speaking  of  the  counter-resolution,  he  says,  (p.  34) : 
"  No  one  advocated  the  claims  or  doctrines  of  the 
Church  ofBomCj  but  the  general  feeling  was  opposed 
to  any  censure  of  them.^^  Again  at  p.  37  :  "  But 
when  we  were  come  to  speak  of  the  Papal  Supremacy, 
or  the  duty  of  not  communicating  with  Rome  until 
securities  had  been  obtained  for  the  Truth — then  all 
was  changed  in  a  moment.  We  were  then  referred 
to  the  Formularies  of  the  Church  I  We  were  to 
become  dumb,  and  our  faculties  were  to  be  frozen  up, 
as  soon  as  ever  we  were  to  speak  of  Romanism  /" 
Mr.  Palmer  adds  a  note  (p.  45);  it  is  put  rather  in 
a  mitigated  form  :    "  1  need  scarcely  add,  that  our 
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policy  was  not  the  result  of  an  escapade  at  Bristol^ 
which  I  can  still  scarcely  regard  in  a  serious  light. 
1  allude  to  the  apparently  grave  proposition  of  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  that  TJnion^  that  if 
'  the  purely  spiritual  authority'  of  the  Crown  were 
interfered  with^  it  should  he  '  restored  to  the  see  from 
which  it  was  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  Statute 
Law,  most  umighteously  and  profanely  removed  V  " 

Here  is  a  man  who  proposes  gravely,  in  a  delibera- 
tion of  English  Churchmen,  that  if  the  question  of 
supremacy  is  touched,  it  is  to  be  restored  to  the  Pope ! 

The  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  spread  of  such 
principles  among  ourselves,  can  hardly  be  exaggerated. 
"Physician  heal  thyself "  applies  forcibly  to  us  while  this 
evil  remains,  at  least  without  protest,  amongst  ourselves. 
We  cannot  invite  Romanists  to  come  out  of  Babylon, 
and  to  be  partakers  with  us,  so  long  as  such  approxi- 
mation to  the  doings  of  Babylon  is  tolerated  within 
us.  We  cannot  say,  let  me  pull  the  mote  out  of  thine 
eye,  while  the  beam  continues  in  our  own  eye.  But, 
I  trust,  in  the  mercy  of  God,  who  causeth  all  things 
to  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  Him,  that 
this  seasonable  alarm  may  be  overruled  for  much  good. 
That  we  may  consider  our  ways:  that  both  as  a  Church, 
as  a  nation,  and  individually,  we  may  "  search  and  try 
our  ways,  and  turn  again  unto  the  Lord'*.  Notwith- 
standing the  imperfections  of  our  Church,  and  the 
peril  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  I  do  not  believe  that 
God  will  destroy  it,  for  I  believe  a  blessing  is  in  it. 
Her  foundation  is  on  the  Holy  Hill ;  God  loveth  the 
Hill  of  Sion. 

May  we  not  ask,  sir,  here,  and  with  some  confidence, 
— Is  there  not  a  cause  ?  are  not  the  interests  in- 
volved of  sufficient  magnitude  to  awaken  all  this 
alarm,  and  to  justify  all  this  indignation  ?  I  assure 
you,  sir,  and  this  meeting,  that  it  had  been  much  more 
congenial  to  my  own  feelings  and  sympathies  to  con- 
fine myself  to  my  own  more  cherished  and  more 
peculiar  sphere, — to  address  my  own  flock  either  upon 
some  of  the  doctrines  they  should  receive ;  some  of 
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the  duties  they  should  perform  ;  the  hopes  they  should 
entertain ;  or  the  promises  by  which  they  should  be 
animated :  or  some  of  those  endless  blessed  topics  that 
are  revealed  to  us  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  This  were  far  more  agreeable  than  to 
enter  upon  this  stormy  sea  of  reluctant,  but  imperative, 
controversy.  Still,  sir,  there  is  a  cause.  This  con- 
troversy now  at  its  commencement,  and  so  warmly,  so 
unanimously,  as  well  as  so  universally  taken  up,  must 
be  maintained  in  a  similar  spirit.  The  calculations  of 
our  opponents  are  to  this  effect, — that  all  this  excite- 
ment cannot  last ;  that  it  will  have  evaporated  long 
before  the  assembling  of  parliament  brings  the  period 
of  real  action,  and  therefore  need  not  cause  them 
much  anxiety  now,  while  it  wears  itself  out.  Should 
this  calculation  prove  correct,  all  is  lost.  You  will 
have  suffered  to  be  frittered  away  piece-meal,  not  only 
the  muniments  of  your  religion  and  your  liberties, 
but  also,  should  Romanism  regain  her  ascendency, 
you  must  be  prepared  to  see  the  free  exercise  of  your 
religion,  along  with  the  free  use  of  your  Bibles,  once 
again  crushed  under  her  iron  hoof. 

Of  all  the  influences  that  have  ever  been  contrived 
against  the  liberties  of  a  people,  Romanism  is  the  most 
formidable  ;  and  if  any  affect  to  despise  it,  it  is  only 
because  they  "  are  ignorant  of  its  devices."  Its  ready 
power  of  adapting  itself  to  the  exigencies  of  its  condi- 
tions and  necessities,  together  with  its  facilities  for 
bringing  all  its  resources  at  once  to  bear  on  a  parti- 
cular point,  its  almost  unlimited  sources  of  intelli- 
gence, and  the  unscrupulous  manner  in  which  it  hesi- 
tates not  to  avail  itself  of  all  these,  render  it  an  over- 
match for  any  other  opponent  fettered  by  the  limits 
of  truth  and  principle.  Truth  and  principle  must,  of 
course,  ultimately  prevail ;  yes,  and  so  must  Rome  ulti- 
mately fall.  "  Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen"  is  a  song  pre- 
pared, and  that  assuredly  shall  yet  be  sung  in  triumph ; 
still  this  does  not  justify  remissness  now,  when  menaced 
by  her  assaults.  There  is  no  other  struggle  of  party, 
one  with  another,  that  contains  in  it  the  seeds  of  such 
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alarm.  Whigs,  Tories,  Conservatives,  even  Chartists, 
the  very  worst  of  them,  still  are  most  of  them  Eng- 
lishmen at  the  core,  and  in  their  own  way  wish  well 
to  their  country  in  their  hearts.  Rome  owns  a 
foreign  allegiance,  the  aggrandizement  of  the  papal 
power  is  the  sole  aim  of  the  popish  struggle.  In  the 
contest  of  domestic  parties,  you  will  see  Rome  taking 
that  side  that  most  subserves  her  own  ultimate  de- 
signs, else  silently  looking  on,  and  saying  with  lago, — 

"  Whether  Eoderigo  kill  Cassio, 
Or  Cassio  him,  or  each  do  kill  the  other, 
Every  way  makes  my  gain." 

The  sons  of  England  are  arrayed  against  one  another, 
her  energies  are  neutralized,  her  strength  weakened, 
and  the  heart  of  Rome  beats  high  in  expectation  of 
the  moment  when  the  banner  of  her  ruthless  des- 
potism may  wave  once  more  in  triumph  over  the 
ruins  of  England's  prostrate  glory. 

It  is  not  too  late  as  yet,  to  preserve  our  cherished 
blessings  and  mercies  :  but  if  we  are  content  to  remain 
supine  much  longer,  it  is  hard  to  speculate  on  the 
result.  Every  doctrine  we  hold  most  dear  is  overlaid 
by  the  corrupt  teaching  of  Rome,  promulged  and  en- 
forced in  the  creed  of  Pius  lY.  To  these  essential 
and  distinctive  points  it  must  be  our  duty  to  direct 
your  attention  more  fully,  more  frequently,  and  more 
solemnly  than  before.  Our  bishops  have  instructed  us 
to  do  so,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  crisis  require  it. 
Our  reliance,  under  God,  for  the  issue  is  with  you  ; 
for  you  are  the  Church.  We  desire  to  be  associated 
more  and  more  closely  with  you  in  every  good  work. 
You,  the  laity,  are  the  Church.  And  we,  the  clergy, 
are  "your  servants  for  Jesus'  sake".  I  take  good 
courage  from  the  laity  and  clergy  thus  cordially  co- 
operating, each  in  their  own  place,  and  on  clear  and 
inteUigible  grounds.  Only  let  England  be  true  to 
herself:  let  England's  Church  be  true  to  England  by 
being  faithful  to  the  great  God  of  England,  testifying 
to  the  pure  truth  of  God,  as  revealed  in,  and  concern- 
ing His  dear  Son,  and  relying  on  the  promise  of  the 
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Holy  Spirit ;  and  England  may  defy  the  threats  and 
assaults,  not  merely  of  the  triple  crown,  supported  by 
foreign  bayonets  in  the  midst  of  his  own  people,  but 
she  is  able  to  resist  and  overcome,  as  she  did  before, 
the  assembled  might,  I  had  almost  said,  of  the  con- 
gregated world. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  done.  I  thank  you  much  for  the 
indulgent  kindness  with  which  you  have  listened  to 
this  statement :  I  am  willing  to  ascribe  it  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject  I  have  brought  before  you. 
To  borrow  the  thought  of  a  great  man  of  antiquity 
— if  I  have  been  able  to  speak  on  this  subject  in  a 
manner  in  any  way  adequate  to  its  importance,  I  have 
spoken  in  the  way  I  desired  to  speak ;  but — as  is  the 
case — if  I  have  fallen  far  short  of  that,  I  have  at  all 
events  spoken  as  far  as  God  has  given  me  ability,  and 
as  far  as  the  circumstances  in  which  I  was  placed,  and 
the  suddenness  of  the  call,  enabled  me  to  prepare  my- 
self for  it.  But  it  is  "  not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts".  In  Him 
is  our  trust.  Oh  !  my  brethren,  let  us  realize  to  our 
souls  that  this  is.  a  spiritual  contest  for  all  that  is  pre- 
cious to  us  as  Christians,  as  Protestants,  as  English- 
men. Let  us  view  it  in  this  light ;  and  let  the  prayer 
of  every  one  here  present  be  sent  forth  this  evening — 
"  Put  not  Thy  servants  away  in  anger  ;  Thou  hast 
been  our  help  ;  leave  us  not,  neither  forsake  us,  O 
God  of  our  salvation.  Deal  not  with  us  after  our  sins, 
neither  reward  us  according  to  our  iniquities ;  but 
cause  that  peace  and  happiness,  truth  and  justice, 
religion  and  piety  may  be  established  amcftlg  us  for  a]^ 
generations."  *^ 
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